Order of Worship

Let us be as open vessels that God’s spirit may enter.

The Community Gathers: Experience God’s presence in the
assembly. Please greet one another with joy and welcome new
friends into our community of love.

You are welcome here…come and worship!

Focus: "As we work to create light for others, we naturally light
our own way."
Mary Anne Radmacher, 21st century
9:55 Preparation for worship:
Gathering Music: How Suddenly A Baby Cries (by Keith Getty)
-Michelle Currie
Welcome:
Responsive Call to Worship:
Leader: We gather in the Light that was before, is now,
and ever will be.
People: We seek the Light’s ancient wisdom.
Leader: We gather in the Light that is God’s continuing gift.
People: We live into the Light’s new wisdom.
Leader. We gather in the Light that is our own, emerging anew
each day.
People: We seek to share this wisdom, nurtured in the
Light from Bethlehem’s cradle.
Opening Hymn: We Three Kings of Orient Are

Lord’s Prayer:
Awakening: Joy Has Dawned (by Stuart Townsend & Keith Getty)
-Michelle Currie
Message for the children and the child in each of us: The Magi,
Children’s Illustrated Bible
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6, “A Blessing for the New Year”
by Kayleen Asbo
Cris Hudson
After the reading, you may choose to respond, “Thanks be to God.”
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Invocation:
God of Light and Love,
in this very moment the star still beckons. Gather us and let the
star call us to new ways of healing and hope, restoration and
renewal, as we discover again Christ’s call to discipleship.
Amen.
Confession: (The leader stands in front of an un-lit candle.)

Leader: Sometimes we feel lost and even consumed by darkness. We
wonder if we are lovable. Our actions dim the value and worth of
others, and ourselves.
People: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Leader: Sometimes we feel lost in shadows of unclear choices. Which
way will lead to justice? To transformation? To peace? We are afraid to
risk a step out, unsure of the path.
People: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.
(The leader lights the candle.)
Leader: But in Christ, God has given us a new Light, kindling unconditional love for us, and showing us a well-lit path to wholeness and forgiveness; to courage and clarity.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: Illuminating Presence

Rev. Paula Norbert

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Words of Invitation
The Bread and The Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Communion Music: O Come, All Ye Faithful ~Meditative -Michelle Currie

Musical call to Prayer: (two times) Hush now in quiet peace, be
still your mind at ease. The Spirit brings release, so wait upon
the Lord.
Prayers of the People
Silent Prayers
Pastoral Prayer
Call To Offertory:

Union Church
Biddeford Pool

…a place of peace and Presence by the sea

Offertory: Will You Come and See the Light (by David Haas) -Michelle Currie
Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God
all creatures here below. Praise God above ye heavenly hosts, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication:
Loving God, may these gifts reveal to us and to others the Light
that is Jesus. And may this Light lead us on into new and challenging ways of living and serving.
Children’s Sharing Time:
Closing Hymn: Blest Be the Tie That Binds
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
Benediction:
Now go surrounded by Christ’s light, and the blessing of God, Creator,
Christ and Holy Spirit be with you now, with all those you pray for, and
with all those you remember. Amen.
Recessional: Go in Peace
Go in peace and the peace of God be with you this day.
Go in peace and the peace of God be with you always.
Celebrate and share the joy. Celebrate new life.
Go in peace and the peace of God be with you always

Light’s Wisdom
you are welcome here
January 6, 2019 – 10:00 A.M.

